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materials retailer!  Inquire, buy and
try their fine products.

Framing/Matting
Artworks
Miracle Multiple Mats
Artworks done on paper, most photogra-
phy, drawings, charcoal, oil stick on
paper and the like are always enhanced
by framing for display.  When artists think
of the “art of framing,” many recoil, since
creating art is more fun and framing can
be costly.  However, there is a way to
make the job easier, to save on matting
materials and to end up with a stylish and
well-presented art item.
Matting comes in a wide range of colors
and textures.  Some mats are colored and
textured on both sides.  That fact makes
this “miracle matting” procedure a way to
stretch your presentation dollar and
create top-notch looks at the same time.
You also create matting for two items at
the same time!

The procedure is easy.  Cut a piece of
matting to fit the frame (rabbet dimen-
sions).  On the back side, draw the
cutting lines for your opening.  Cut the
opening and retain the fallout.  Flip the
fallout over with the right side against the
back of the finished border you just

completed.  The overlap of opening and
fallout will be minimal, but there is
enough matting to hold the fallout to the
back of the top mat.  Use acid-free tape
and tape the fallout in place.
Once the fallout is secure, draw on and
cut the smaller window.  (It will be cut
from the fallout piece you have attached.)
The resulting double mat uses only a
single mat’s worth of matting material
and yet accomplishes a double look.
If you do not use the double-sided
matting with texture and color on both
sides, you are still able to use the fallout
and create yet another fine art presenta-
tion.  After the fallout is cut from the top
mat, attach strips of decorative paper to
the outer edge of the fallout window.
Attach strips to the right (top) side of
the mat.
Attach the fallout in the manner described
above and then cut the smaller window
from the attached fallout.  The result is
dramatic!  Plus, you begin to see the
possibilities with this method.  Gift wrap,
foils, metallics, prints, specialty papers,
handmade papers, theme patterns...the
sky is the limit.
Method 2 is a great way to add personal
touches to the framing of your original
art.  You might even become recognized
for the style you create.
Yet another option is to paint the border
of the fallout mat.  This is a bit more time
consuming, as the paint has to dry prior
to cutting the second mat.  But it is
possible to exactly coordinate the matting
color with the artwork using paint.
Airbrush is particularly good for color
application because it is a soft, low
texture paint application method.
However, with some care you can use a
soft brush or use pastel or conte crayon,
watercolor or even speckle with inks for
an especially cool look.
Save money, present in a new and special
way and offer your original work with a
new twist.  Miracle matting is fun once
you see how easy it is to do.
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The Art
Marketplace
Artool - New Freehand Killer
GrungeFX™ by Mike Lavallee
Artool Products Co. has announced the
release and availability of the new Artool
Killer GrungeFX™ (FH GRFX) by Mike
Lavallee.  This revolutionary new Artool
Product is a Freehand® Airbrush
Template in a can!  You will now be able
to layout random organic patterns for
creating some monster natural back-
grounds at the press of your finger.
Simply shake Artool® GrungeFX™ and
press either the Fat Splat™ or Fine
Splat™ tip (both tips come inside each
GrungeFX™ can) to achieve a myriad of
one-of-a-kind textures on your surface
for airbrushing solvent-based paints.
Turn your motorcycle, hot rod or hobby
project into a killer creation instantly.
Special note: Mike Lavallee is currently
filming online step-by-step instructional
videos featuring many tips ‘n tricks that

will make your special project smokin’
hot!   See your retailer and visit
www.ArtoolProducts.com.

Art Events
ART SAN DIEGO 2012
Contemporary Art Fair
Balboa Park
San Diego, CA
Sept. 6-9
The theme for 2012 is “New Art City,”
suggesting a new way of expressing the
Art Fair.  Four districts will be dedicated to
different disciplines, each with its own
character and social center allowing
interaction with artists and dealers,
experiencing Art in Motion:  Contempo-
rary Art, Contemporary Product/Furniture
Design, Mid-Century/Modern Art and
Solo-Artist Curated Booths.
www.artsandiego2012.com.
Adirondack Fabric & Fiber Arts Festival
Adirondack Museum
Blue Mountain Lake, NY
Sept. 15
Fabulous fibers and regional artists are
featured at this celebration of spinning,
weaving, quilting, knitting, knotting and
all fiber arts.  While there, visit the
exhibition Common Threads:  150 years
of Adirondack Quilts & Comforters,
which, through historic and contempo-
rary items, explores themes of women’s
work, domestic life, social networks in a
rural area, generational continuity among
women and women’s artistic response to
life in the Adirondacks.  (Through Oct.
14) www.adkmuseum.org.
Also visit nearby Indian Lake, NY, for the
Adirondack Mountains Antiques Show,
Sept. 12-16.  From one of end of town to
the other you can surround yourself with
an incredible selection of rustic art, camp
furniture, hunting and fishing antiques,
folk art and more—all with the backdrop
of the Adirondack Mountains during its
most colorful season!
www.ADKantiques.com.
Hot Glass Roadshow
High Museum of Art
Atlanta, GA
Sept. 12 – 16
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Studio Glass Movement by visiting the
Hot Glass Roadshow of The Corning
Museum of Glass on Sifly Piazza.

Visitors will be able to experience first-
hand the art of contemporary glass-
making as a team of master
glassmakers takes glowing globs of
molten glass and skillfully shapes them
into vases, bowls and sculptures. Live
glassblowing demonstrations, “You
Design It; We Make It!” sessions and
guest appearances by artists Richard
Jolley, Johanna Grawunder, and Gyun
Hur are all free to the public.  Schedule:
http://www.high.org/Programs/
Programs/Events/2012-Events/Special-
Event/HotGlass.aspx.
LOOT 2012:  MAD about Jewelry
Museum of Arts and Design
New York, NY
Sept. 12-15
This curated exhibition and sale of artist-
made jewelry is in its 12th edition.  The
ultimate pop-up shop for contemporary
art and studio jewelry by both artists and
collectors, it affords the public the rare
opportunity to acquire pieces directly
from some of the most innovative
jewelry artists in the world.  The cre-
ations of more than 50 emerging and
acclaimed jewelry artists will be on
sale with prices ranging from $200 to
$12,000.  Proceeds benefit the
Museum’s exhibition and education
programs.
www.madaboutjewelry.tumblr.com.
Va Va Vroom Mix
Crocker Art Museum
Sacramento, CA
Sept. 13
Art Mix, part of the program series
“Thursdays ‘til 9,” shifts into the fast lane
with hot rods and haute couture.  Cruise a
classic car show, prepare your applause
for a fashion show and groove to the
vinyl stylings of Phono Select Sound
System while you get your creative juices
flowing with Pop-inspired art-making.
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And head into the galleries for a docent-
led tour of the exhibition Mel Ramos:  50
Years of Superheroes, Nudes and Other
Pop Delights (through Oct. 21).  Free with
museum admission.  916.808.7000;
www.crockerartmuseum.org.
Art Now Chicago
The Fairfield Inn & Suites
Chicago, IL
Sept. 20-23
Art Now creates a venue for art galleries
presenting a wide selection of modern
and contemporary painting, photogra-
phy, sculpture and works on paper.  A
diverse fair, Art Now will offer a unique
selection of emerging and established
galleries and artists, while maintaining a
comfortable and open atmosphere.  This
inaugural edition will include an opening
reception on Sept. 20th from 6-10 p.m.
www.artnowfair.com; 347.461.8713.
Olanafest 2012
Olana State Historic Site
(Home of Hudson River School Artist
Frederic Edwin Church)
Hudson, NY
Oct. 7
Join this celebration of food, art and
farming, featuring sunset cocktails and
art-inspired hors d’oeuvres.
518.828.1872; www.olana.org.
Fall Symposium: Ottoman by Design –
    Branding an Empire
The Textile Museum
Washington, D.C.
Oct. 12-14
Registration is underway for the 40th

Annual Textile Museum Fall Symposium,
which will explore themes raised in this
fall’s exhibition The Sultan’s Garden:  The
Blossoming of Ottoman Art.  Through
four dynamic presentations—including
two keynote lectures, a round-table
discussion, curators’ tour and the
popular interactive Show-and-Tell

session for collectors—the symposium
will reveal how the Ottoman Empire
found an iconic means to express their
cultural identity.  202.667.0441, Ext. 64;
email:  sfreeman@textilemuseum.org.

Artists/Artworks
Famous Painters/Paintings
Mary Stevenson Cassatt (1844-1926) is
considered one of the most gifted and
well recognized American impressionistic
painters. In 1889 Cassatt painted an
image as part of a series of works
depicting mothers and their children
entitled “Emmie and Her Child.” Mothers
and children were repeated subjects in
many of Cassatt’s works. This work was
done in oil, sized 35" x 25", but was never
finished. Cassatt also worked in pastel
and was a printmaker. “Emmie and Her
Child” can be viewed at the Wichita Art
Museum, KS.
Don Eddy (1944- ) is an American painter
whose genre is classified as Photoreal-
ism. His work uses photographs as
inspiration for precise representational
images that seem real and surreal at the
same time. Multiple “layers” of images
are combined in one such work - “New
Shoes for H.” Acrylic on canvas, approx.
43" x 47", the work was started in 1973
and completed in 1974. You can see this
work at the Cleveland Museum of Art, OH.
Paul Cézanne (1839-1906) was a French
Post Impressionistic painter in oils. His
work “Mont Sainte-Victoire” depicts a
mountain in southern France - a subject
that appeared in several of Cézanne’s
paintings. He was entranced by the scene
and his theory of color as dimension is
demonstrated well in this work. Com-
pleted between the years of 1885 and
1887, “Mont Sainte-Victoire” measures
26" x 35-3/8" and is on exhibit at The
Courtauld Gallery, London.
Hieronymus Bosch (1450-1516), Early
Netherlandish, is one of the most
remarkable painters of the Middle Ages.
One, if not the most famous, of his works,
“The Garden of Earthly Delights,” is a
complex oil on wood triptych depicting
paradise with Adam and Eve on the left
panel, earthly delights on the middle
panel and hell on the right panel. The
central panel measures 76.77" wide x
86.61" high.   It is now in the Museum del
Prado, Madrid, Spain.

Grant Wood (1891-1942) painted an oil
on beaver board (made of compressed,
wet wood fiber) in 1930. This image,
“American Gothic,” is known to nearly
every person and is one of the most
parodied images in American history. The
classic, stoic farm father and spinster
daughter display no smiles. His stance
and pitchfork tell the visual story of labor;
the spinster in a print apron, her domestic
duties. When in Chicago, don’t miss a
chance to see “American Gothic” at the
Art Institute.   http://www.artic.edu/aic/
collections/artwork/6565?search
_no=2&index=4

It took over three years for Leonardo
daVinci (1452-1519) to paint the wall of
the refectory of Santa Maria delle Grazie
(now called the Cenacolo Vinciano) in
Milan, Italy. Commissioned by the
church, “The Last Supper” was painted
in fresco - on still damp plaster so that
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the pigments would adhere. It required
daVinci to create and build scaffolding
to support himself and his helpers.
Covering an entire wall, the work is
approximately 15' x 29' and is consid-
ered a master work by all standards. It
has withstood many hazards since its
creation, including the addition of a door
through the lower edge of the painting.
The fresco was refurbished between
1978 and 1999 to recreate the damaged
area and to stabilize it for future genera-
tions. See it when visiting Milan.
J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851), English,
painted “The Slave Ship” in 1840.
During its lifetime, the oil on canvas had
been bought and sold seven times
before becoming a part of the collection
at the Museum of Fine Art, Boston,
Mass. The historical seascape depicts
slaves throwing bodies of dead and
dying fellow slaves overboard because a
storm threatens the ship. Turner’s use
of light and dark is luminous in the work
and is a painting method he perfected. It
is said that Turner created a metaphor of
the dark and light in humans with both
the painting technique and the subject
matter of “The Slave Ship.”
Claude Monet (1840-1926), French, is
credited as being not only one of the
most famous painters ever, especially
amongst the impressionists, but also as
having been one of the most influential
forces for other painters. The term
“impressionist” was coined by a critic of
Monet’s work; Monet used it to describe
in generalities his own work and the
term stuck. His painting “Impression

Sunrise - Le Havre” was painted in
1872 and, although a small work (18" x
25"), basically defines Monet with its
subtle definition and free style. See this
Monet image when you visit Musée
Marmottan Monet in Paris.
Diego Rivera (1886-1957) was a
Mexican painter of Spanish culture.
“The Liberation of the Peon,” done in
1931, is one of seven or eight portable
fresco works done that year for a
special display at the Museum of
Modern Art, New York. This panel is
sized 73" x 94-1/4". and is on display at
the Artists Rights Society (ARS), New
York City, in the Great Stair Hall on the
1st floor. Other panels are entitled: “The
Uprising,” “Indian Warrior,” “Frozen
Assets,” “Pneumatic Drilling,” and
“Electric Power.”  MOMA displays one
panel: “Agrarian Leader Zapata.”
Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863), French,
painted “Liberty Leading the People” in
1830. An oil on canvas, sized at 128" x
102", it depicts a bare-breasted goddess-
figure, a strong woman leader. Perhaps
Delacroix’s most famous work, the heroine
leads fighting soldiers in battle during the
French July Revolution. This work is one of
the paintings used to exhibit women’s
evolution through the history of art. The
female character was the inspiration for
the Statue of Liberty - our gift from France
after WWII. See this painting at the Musée
Du Louvre, Paris, France.

Art Competitions/
Opportunities

Biggs Shot 2012
3rd Juried Competition
The Biggs Museum of American Art
Dover, DE
Nov. 2 – Feb. 17
Deadline:  Sept. 15

Open to all photographers, amateur and
professional, working and/or living in DE,
MD, VA, DC, PA and NJ—ONLY.  The
theme is open and any photographic
medium can be submitted for consider-
ation, including film, video and digital
formats.  First Place - $1500 Purchase
Prize.
http://www.biggsmuseum.org/pro-
grams/biggsshot/BiggsShot
Application.pdf.
Fellowship Deadlines
Center for Advanced Study
    in the Visual Arts
National Gallery of Art
Washington, DC
In preparation for the new academic year
at CASVA, you are invited to view current
fellowship deadlines and application
information.  The Visiting Senior Fellow-
ship Program application deadline is
Sept. 21 for the award period of March 1
– Aug. 15, 2013; the Senior Fellowship
Program deadline is Oct. 15 for the award
period of academic year 2013-14; and the
A. W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship
Program deadline is Oct. 15 for the award
period of academic years 2013-15.  All
applications must be submitted through
the Center’s online application system.
For more info, visit www.nga.gov/casva

Airbrush
Airbrush History Trivia
—Abner Peeler, of Webster City, IA,
invented the airbrush in 1878.  Imagine,
over 130 years ago!  Abner, a professional
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inventor who tinkered with things such as
screw machines, bicycles and typewrit-
ers, developed this painting tool—
originally called a “paint distribu-
tor”—specifically for photographic
retouching.  The paint distributor, which
was similar to today’s oscillating internal-
mix airbrush, had a wooden handle with
metal parts and sold for the incredible
price of $10.  The first such airbrush was
sold to S. M. Thomas, and we know that
the first painting completed with this
paint distributor was a self-portrait of
Peeler himself done by his wife on an
enlarged photograph.
—The painter Man Ray (1890-1977) is
probably the first fine artist to exhibit
paintings done exclusively with the
airbrush.  Ray, considered the only
American Dadaist, learned to use the
airbrush while working in an ad agency in
New York City between 1917 and 1919.
His fine art airbrush renderings were
shown in NYC galleries and called
“aerographs.”  Looking at them with
today’s standards of what we consider
airbrush painting, these works of art
would be considered simplistic—but at
that time, totally new.  They consisted of
images developed by airbrushing around
found objects, such as paper cutouts,
tools and paper clips that were used
simply as stencils.  Man Ray worked flat
on a table, allowing gravity to hold the
stencils in place, and sprayed around
them with black ink.  He repeated these

images in both opaque and transparent
ink and the end products lent themselves
to the look of cubism.
It is said that Man Ray was primarily
interested in producing paintings with a
smooth machine-like finish.  And
because the ink was airbrushed onto the
surface, there were no brush strokes in
the artwork, which imparted an industrial
appearance.  An excellent collection of his
works is held by and exhibited at The Art
Institute of Chicago; and even viewed
today, their simplicity is astoundingly
modern.

ArtPourri
Modern Gothic in Cleveland – Visit the
exhibition Modern Gothic:  the Etchings
of John Taylor Arms through Sept. 30th at
the Cleveland Museum of Art, Ohio.  John
Taylor Arms (18827-1953) is one of the
foremost American printmakers of the
first half of the 20th century.  This
exhibition of about 60 prints, drawings
and copper plates surveys his career as a
printmaker, highlights generous gifts of
works, and includes documentary
material including diaries, printmaking
tools, family photo albums and his studio
guestbook.
Awards Celebrated – The Baltimore
Museum of Art celebrates the Baker Artist
Awards with a multi-disciplinary exhibi-
tion from Sept. 5 – Oct. 7 that showcases
the winners of the prestigious $25,000

Mary Sawyers Baker Prize.  Featured are
sculptor David Knopp, photographer
Alexander Heilner and musician Nathan
Bell as well as a diverse group of visual
art and music from the $1,000 b-grant
winners.  The award recognizes Balti-
more’s artists and engages regional,
national and international audiences in
supporting their work.  All artists working
in any creative discipline who live and
work in Baltimore City and the five
surrounding counties are encouraged to
register, exhibit their work, promote the
site to friends and compete for the Mary
Sawyers Baker Prizes.  Join the opening
celebration on Sept. 7th from 6:30 – 10
p.m.  at http://www.artbma.org/exhibi-
tions/upcoming.html#Baker
Auction News
–Swann Galleries’ vintage posters sale
brought nearly half a million dollars and
was the highest grossing August poster
auction ever.  The sale set numerous
auction records, including Fred Spear’s
Enlist, 1915 at $22,800—a record for the
poster and the artist and the day’s top lot
as well.
—At Heritage Auctions, Todd McFar-
lane’s original art for The Amazing
Spider-Man #328 (Marvel, 1990) brought
a world record $657,250 as part of the
Signature Comics and Comic Art Auction
in Beverly Hills.  The artwork, showing
Spidey demonstrating his awesome new
powers on the Hulk, is now the single
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most valuable piece of American comics
ever sold at auction.

—Christies has announced that world-
wide sales for the first half of 2012 totaled
$3.5 billion, up 11% compared to the
same period last year.  (Figures include
buyer’s premium.)  This includes private
sales on the same period last year and
represents the highest total for a corre-
sponding period in company and art
market history.

—Sotheby’s, for the six months ended
June 30, reported a net income of $74.8
million, a decrease of 42% and total
revenues of $408.9 million, down 16%
when compared to the prior year period.
The lower levels reflect a decrease in net
auction sales when compared to the prior

year periods and, in particular, a 67%
decline in single owner sales volume in
the second quarter and a 55% decline in
the first half.

Winner Announced – The Hammer
Museum, Los Angeles, has announced
that Meleko Mokgosi is the recipient of
the inaugural Mohn Award.  A recent
UCLA graduate, his monumental painting
on view at the Hammer in the exhibition
Made in L.A. 2012 (through Sept. 2) is
provocative, deeply political and grapples
with the complexities of post-colonial
Africa and issues of representation.
Funded through L. A. philanthropists and
art collectors Jarl and Pamela Mohn, the
$100,000 award will be granted over two
years and will be accompanied by the
publication of a monograph about his
work.  A jury of professional curators
selected five finalists from the 60 artists
in the exhibition, and the award recipient
was chosen by public vote.

U.S. Postal News – The oldest commis-
sioned warship afloat in the world and
America’s Ship of State, the USS
Constitution sets sail in the form of
Forever stamps to commemorate the
bicentennial of the War of 1812.  Art
director Greg Breeding of Charlottesville,
VA, evoked the times by using the color
and texture of a contemporary map of the
war for the stamp pane’s background and
placed a portrait of President James
Madison by Gilbert Stuart in the margin
of the verso text.

Assets Transferred – The Museum of
Comic and Cartoon Art (MoCCA) and the
Society of Illustrators have announced
plans for MoCCA to transfer its assets to
the Society, creating a single cultural
institution supporting and celebrating
illustration, comics and animation.  This
will give MoCCA a long-desired street-
level location in the Society’s building at
128 E. 63rd Street, NYC.  MoCCA, which
celebrated its 10th anniversary earlier this
year, has long been a haven for comics
and cartoonists.


